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Topics in this 
presentation:

ÅTypes of road signs

ÅSigning principles ςthe 
с /Ωǎ

ÅPlacement of signs

ÅDelineation 

ÅPavement markings



Signs assist road users with their decision making (to 

make correct decisions, quicker)

Use standard applications 
ωCƻƭƭƻǿ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ 

ω.ǳǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ άǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎέ ŀǊŜ ǎŀŦŜ

ωJudgment

Use

Be consistent across the road network
ωConsistent use of signs and symbols

ωConsistent level of signage: not too little or too much

Be

Put yourself in the shoes of the road user
ωHelp them in the driving task

ωConsider the unfamiliar driver

ωDo not forget pedestrians & cyclists

Put



Types of road signs

1. Regulatory (compulsory, mandatory)

2. Warning (cautionary)
Temporary ςsuch as road works

3. Guide (information)
Direction
Tourist
Services
Traffic instruction
Traffic information





What is road safety engineering?



What is road safety engineering?



Warning Signs ςtwo international standards

1      American
2      European

Colour: US: Black on yellow

Shape: US: Mostly diamond



China has another standard for warning signs





European 
warning signs 
ςtriangular, 
red, black and 
white



Temporary (Roadworks) 
Signs



Guide (Direction) Signs



Guide 
(Confirmation) Signs



Tourist signs - white on brown

Guide Signs



Services Signs

Colour: White on blue



Hazard Markers









Signs can:
ÅRegulate road use

ÅWarn of a hazard

ÅInform the road user

ÅHelp the road user navigate; but also:

ÅDistract the road user

ÅBe a hazard

ÅProvide incorrect or inconsistent information

Signs cannot:

ÁEducate the road user

ÁPhysically prevent an action from occurring

ÁBe 100% effective

ÁReplace necessary civil works



Signing Principles ï6 Côs

ÅConspicuous - easily seen

ÅClear - legible, able to be read in ample time

ÅComprehensibleïunderstood

ÅCredibleïbelieved

ÅConsistent - same symbols, and placements, across 

the network

ÅCorrectïthe sign must be correct



Å Conspicuous

Å Clear

Å Comprehensible

Å Credible

Å Consistent

Å Correct



Too far from the curve!

Å Conspicuous

Å Clear

Å Comprehensible

Å Credible

Å Consistent

Å Correct



Advance Sign 
Placement

Location of advance warning signs 
before the hazard or action point:

Urban areas, 50 km/h :  
80 to 120 m 

Rural areas, 80 km/h: 
120 to 180 m

Freeways/highways, 100 
km/h: 180 to 250 m



Å Conspicuous

Å Clear

Å Comprehensible

Å Credible

Å Consistent

Å Correct



?

Å Conspicuous

Å Clear

Å Comprehensible

Å Credible

Å Consistent

Å Correct


